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CONSERVATIVE PRIORITIES 

1.Keeping Council Tax down—looking after 

your money 

2.Encouraging business and inward  

investment—no new business taxes 

3.Working with council tenants to invest in 

their homes 

4.Providing more choice of schools for  

parents—supporting Academies, Free 

Schools and new primary school provision 

5.Ending the war on the motorist with a city-

wide parking review 

6.A cleaner City—attractive parks and gardens 

7. Listening to and trusting all local  

communities 

Conservative Priorities 
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A PERSONAL  
MESSAGE FROM THE 
CONSERVATIVE GROUP 
LEADER 

MARY MEARS 
LEADER, BRIGHTON & HOVE CITY COUNCIL 

Dear Resident 

 
This manifesto is about looking to the future. 

When we started to run the Council in 2007, 

after 20 years of Labour rule, we found that 

there were no plans for improving the 

Council‘s housing stock after a failed stock 

transfer ballot, council tax had gone up by 

124% over 10 years and the Council was paying people who 

were no longer working for it—money was being wasted hand 

over fist.  

 
Although we don‘t have an overall majority on the Council we 

set about putting this right. Firstly, we had to stop the waste 

of taxpayers‘ money. So we have achieved over £50 million of 

efficiency savings over 4 years. At the same time we have 

had the lowest council tax rises in the history of the City and 

this year there will be a freeze. We wanted to do more, and 

had found the money to reduce the council tax further by 1%, 

but Labour and the Greens blocked it. 

 
Building this firm financial foundation has enabled us to 

transform the vital public services which residents rely upon. 

Independent audits give us four stars out of four. We can now 

look forward to a better future. This manifesto sets out how 

we intend to achieve this. 

 

Mary Mears—Leader of Brighton  
& Hove City Council 
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OUR RECORD SO FAR... 

Better use of public money 

 The lowest council tax increases in the 

history of the City Council for three years 

running with a freeze for this year. 

 Achieved over £50 million of efficiency 

savings—cutting out waste. 

 Initiated a value for money review which 

will save a further £35 million over 4 

years with recurrent savings of up to £18 

million.  

Protect the Environment while growing the 

economy 

 We brought back the Park Ranger service 

to all the City‘s parks. 

 We secured 3,000 jobs at American 

Express and major investment into the 

city through their proposed new European 

HQ. 

 We are attracting more inward investment 

at other sites in the City, for example at 

Patcham Court Farm and the former ice-

rink in Queen‘s Square. 

 We introduced a comprehensive 

recession relief package for local 

businesses including a successful ‗Be 

Local Buy Local‘ campaign. 

 We acted to protect our neglected 

Victorian seafront heritage through 

restoration of the ―birdcage‖ bandstand 

and the Madeira Lift. 

 We have cleaner streets thanks to 250 

new communal bins and a ‗chewing gum 

removal machine‘. 

 We have introduced the first network of 

electric vehicle charging points outside of 

London and initiated the successful 

citywide 10:10 campaign. 

 

Reduce inequality by increasing opportunity 

 The new state-of-the-art Academy school at 

Falmer will open next September and we 

have secured funding to complete a similar 

project at Portslade Community College. 

 We have secured a new Primary School in 

Hove at the Connaught for next September 

and expanded 6 other primary schools to 

meet growing pupil numbers. 

 We opened a new facility at Patching Lodge 

which takes care to the next level. 

 We brought 153 empty homes back into 

residential use last year. 

 We have secured a multi-million pound 

programme of investment in council housing 

through the establishment of Brighton & 

Hove Seaside Community Homes - despite 

the Labour Government pushing us for stock 

transfer. 

Fair enforcement of the law 

 Crime in the City reduced by almost 9% last 

year. 

 Prestigious national ‗Beacon‘ status awarded 

for our work on the night time economy. 

 A crackdown on benefit fraud. 

Open and effective city leadership 

 Published all items of expenditure over £500 

on the council website and introduced e-

petitions. 

 We introduced a new Community 

Engagement Framework to help citizens and 

communities shape services. 

 We opted into and embraced the 

Sustainable Communities Act, giving local 

residents and groups the opportunity to 

change their communities for the better.  

OUR KEY PRIORITIES 
 Better use of public money 

 Protect the environment while growing the economy 

 Reducing inequality by increasing opportunity 

 Fair enforcement of the law 

 Open and effective city leadership 
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OUR PLEDGES TO 
YOU... 
BELOW WE SET OUT WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM A 
CONSERVATIVE COUNCIL FOR THE NEXT 4 YEARS 

A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE 

Financial Management 

 The lowest council tax increases in the history 

of the City Council for three years running with 

 

 We pledge that council tax will not increase in 

real terms over the next 4 years. 

 Over £50 million of efficiency savings achieved 

and an innovative new ‗intelligent 

commissioning‘ model of service delivery 

established 

 Give more accountability for taxpayers‘ money 

by implementing our value for money review 

and improving the customer experience. 

Schools 
 Delivered a new state-of-the-art Academy 

school at Falmer 

 

 We will complete a new Academy at Portslade 

Community College 

 A new primary school secured at the 

Connaught Centre in Hove—6 other primary 

schools expanded 

 We will deliver a new Junior School in Hove 

Housing 
 We inherited a multi-million pound gap in 

funding for improving tenants homes. By 

establishing a new housing company and a 

tenant-led change to our maintenance contract 

we have reduced this enormously. We are 

working with tenants to ensure their voice is 

heard in how we deliver improvements to their 

homes. 

 

 Council housing is safe under the 

Conservatives.—we will not transfer the stock. 

We will deliver a further £30 million for 

investment in council housing across the city 

through Brighton & Hove Seaside Community 

Homes; we will build new council housing for 

the first time in 30 years and will provide 

cheap electricity for tenants. We will introduce 

a policy of Local homes for local people—as 

requested by tenants 

 

 We have introduced a new student housing 

strategy through our work with the Strategic 

Housing Partnership. 

 We will require planning permission for 

converting family homes into student housing 

in areas of the city where the character of the 

area is changing. 

Civic Pride 

 We have Invested heavily in the seafront, 

restoring the historic Bandstand and the 

Madeira Lift. 

 

 Continue to invest in the whole seafront, from 

Hove Lagoon to the King Alfred and from the 

Pier to the Marina. 

 The City‘s parks and gardens have transformed 

under the Conservatives. We have invested in 

reinstating plants and flowerbeds and extra 

grass cutting across the city which Labour and 

Greens have now blocked. 

 We will continue to invest in making the City 

attractive to residents and visitors. Our streets 

will be cleaner, more trees will be planted and 

the area around Brighton Station will be 

transformed. 
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OUR PLEDGES TO 
YOU... 
BELOW WE SET OUT WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM A 
CONSERVATIVE COUNCIL FOR THE NEXT 4 YEARS 

A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE 

Business / Local Economy  

 In spite of the economic downturn we have 

encouraged new development in the city—

e.g. Amex, Community Stadium, 

refurbished the Brighton Centre, New 

England House and actively encouraged 

the digital and media industries to grow in 

the city. 

 Bring new investment into the city through 

working with the new Local Enterprise 

Partnership. We will continue to support 

local business through our ‗Be Local Buy 

Local‘ campaign. Continue our 

commitment to increasing apprenticeships 

in the city which Labour and Greens failed 

to support in the Budget. 

 Whilst not opposed to competition from 

large chain stores and supermarkets, 

Conservatives believe that Brighton & 

Hove‘s unique range of independent 

retailers are vital to the future prosperity of 

the City. 

 

 We established a Retail Commission and 

will work with them to address the concerns 

of local traders. We will also continue to 

lobby Government for greater planning 

powers to enable us to better control new 

retail development. 

 We have worked with 6 neighbouring 

councils to improve services in the city. 

 We will continue to work with neighbouring 

councils to unlock the potential of 

Shoreham Harbour so that it provides 

more jobs, homes and shops, whilst 

protecting the local environment. 

Communities 
 We have protected grants to community 

and voluntary sector organisations in the 

city for the next 3 years. 

 

 We will use the new freedoms in the 

Localism Bill to ensure that local 

communities are able to take maximum 

advantage of new opportunities to develop 

and grow. 

 We have made it easier for community, 

faith and other voluntary sector groups to 

become involved with, and influence the 

Council‘s decision making. 

 We will continue to be a listening council. 

We will work with residents both through 

local forums and individually to improve all 

service delivery. 
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OUR PLEDGES TO 
YOU... 
BELOW WE SET OUT WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM A 
CONSERVATIVE COUNCIL FOR THE NEXT 4 YEARS 

A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE 

Culture, Tourism and Sport 

 Unlike other councils we have invested in our 

library service. We have extended opening 

hours and are keeping all our libraries open. 

 

 Council Connect will allow local communities 

to access services online through local library 

hubs. We will invest in the book fund—labour 

and Greens did not support this in the recent 

Budget. 

 We have put the City on the national sporting 

map by staging the first ever Brighton 

Marathon and facilitating the completion of 

Brighton & Hove Albion‘s new Community 

Stadium at Falmer. Put much needed 

investment into the King Alfred Leisure 

Centre. 

 We will provide a new high standard athletics 

stadium at Withdean and will bring forward 

plans to provide world class leisure facilities 

at the King Alfred. There will be no new tower 

blocks on the King Alfred site and no 

development above cliff height at the Marina. 

Crime and Policing 
 Crime has fallen in the City over recent years 

as a result of good neighbourhood policing 

and close partnership working with Sussex 

Police 

 

 We will continue to support neighbourhood 

policing and will work with the new directly-

elected commissioner to address residents‘ 

concerns. 

 We have worked hard with Sussex Police to 

clamp down on unlawful traveller 

encampments and we have addressed 

residents‘ concerns with van dwellers. 

 We will use every power under the law to 

move on illegal encampments and will 

continue to lobby Government for greater 

powers. We will develop a new van dwellers 

strategy. 

 We warmly welcomed the Coalition 

Government‘s commitment to abolish 

Labour‘s 24 hour drinking laws. We have 

achieved ‗Beacon‘ status for our work on the 

nightime economy 

 We will tackle alcohol-related violence and 

disorder through tougher management of 

licensed premises in the city and will give 

residents a greater say in decisions. We will 

extend the central ‗Cumulative Impact Area‘ 

where evidence suggests this would be 

effective. 

Sustainability 
 We are consistently one of the most 

sustainable cities in the country. We 

introduced electric vehicle charging points—

the first network outside London and are 

bidding to become an Urban Biosphere 

Reserve 

 

 We will work to facilitate the development of 

the ‗Rampion‘ offshore wind farm and use it 

as a catalyst for attracting renewable energy, 

marine technology and other environmental 

industries to the city. We will make full use of 

‗feed in tariffs‘ to generate renewable energy 

on Council buildings. 
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OUR PLEDGES TO 
YOU... 
BELOW WE SET OUT WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM A 
CONSERVATIVE COUNCIL FOR THE NEXT 4 YEARS 

A RECORD OF ACTION A PROMISE OF MORE 

Transport 

 We have invested in the City‘s transport 

infrastructure, transforming the London Road 

and Lanes car parks. 

 

 We will put almost £1.5 million of investment 

into fixing potholes on the City‘s roads and will  

also prioritise street lighting. 

 We have protected all subsidised bus routes in 

the City 

 We support a diverse and competitive bus 

service in the City and will investigate whether 

service frequencies and routes can be 

increased in the outlying areas of the City. 

 We have worked hard to minimise the 

disruption to the City from roadworks. We have 

suspended roadworks at Christmas and other 

bank holiday periods. 

 We will lobby the Government to allow us to 

introduce a ‗lane rental‘ scheme for utility 

companies who wish to dig up the City‘s 

roads. 

 We have promoted safe cycling and provided 

extra cycle storage in the City 

 We will introduce a ‗Boris Bikes‘ type cycle 

hire scheme to Brighton & Hove and will 

create a new cycle lane along Dyke Road 

 We believe in 3 smaller park and ride sites at 

key entrance points to the city to reduce 

congestion. 

 We are committed to delivering park and ride 

to the City following thorough consultation 

with residents. 

Social Care 

 We have delivered the highest possible 

standards of care for the most vulnerable in the 

city, whatever age they may be. 

 

 We will introduce a seamless service which 

will support vulnerable residents from birth to 

old age, giving them independence and 

dignity. 

 We have improved services for young people 

with autistic spectrum conditions 

 Implement the findings of the review into 

services for adults with autistic spectrum 

conditions to ensure services are seamless, 

regardless of age. 

 We have worked with our partners to provide 

more supported and extra-care housing in the 

city, such as Patching Lodge. We continue to 

work to ensure that residents are able to 

remain independent in their own homes. 

 As our population ages, we will ensure that 

local services are up to the task of providing 

support for people with dementia and other 

age-related illnesses. We are determined to 

rise to the dementia challenge 
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CONSERVATIVES LABOUR/GREEN PACT 

Low council tax and sound management of your 
money  

Labour raised Band D council tax by £743 over 

the 10 years they were in power. The Greens 

are big supporters of new taxes.  

Weekly bin collections Labour and the Greens both support the 

introduction of expensive food waste 

collections which would mean a move to 

fortnightly bin collections  

End the war on the motorist. We support 

choice in how people get about the City. We 

tried to reduce parking permit charges by 5% 

but were voted down by Labour / Greens  

Labour and the Greens want you to stop using 

your car to get about. Greens support 

increased parking charges, particularly for 

larger family cars. Both support ‗car free‘ 

development which has led to increased 

congestion and parking problems. Both support 

‗fiscal measures‘ and ‗modal shift‘ - in plain 

English, higher charges. The Greens nationally 

support congestion charging. 

Support safe cycling in the City Labour / Greens stopped our plans to find an 

alternative to Labour‘s dangerous Grand 

Avenue / The Drive cycle lane which has failed 

3 safety audits.  

Support more apprenticeships in the City Labour / Greens blocked a £100,000 scheme 

we proposed for a new local Future 

Apprenticeships Fund.  

Support greater school choice for parents such 

as new Academies and Free Schools and an 

expansion of primary places in the City. 

Greens actively campaigned against £40 

million of investment in two new city Academies 

at Falmer and Portslade. Labour and the 

Greens oppose the new Government‘s Free 

Schools policy which enables parents and 

community groups to set up new schools. The 

previous Labour Administration failed to plan 

for increasing numbers of primary school 

children in the City.  

Council housing is safe with the Conservatives. 

The Council will always retain the freehold of 

tenants‘ homes. We will reduce tenants 

electricity bills. 

The previous Labour Administration tried to 

hive off the council‘s housing stock in 2007.  

  

THE CHOICE AT 
THIS ELECTION 

The Conservatives currently run the City Council with a minority Administration, 

meaning that a coalition of Labour and the Greens can block key policies. Labour and the 

Greens have indicated that may enter a formal coalition after the election to keep out the 

Conservatives. Therefore, the choice at this election is between the Conservatives and a 

socialist Labour/Green pact. 
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CONSERVATIVES LABOUR/GREEN PACT 

Will protect the City’s heritage. We will not 
support any large tower blocks at the King 
Alfred or the Marina   

The previous Labour Administration tried to 

push through the King Alfred towers and a 

huge over-development at the Marina, against 

residents‘ wishes.  

Will support local businesses. A Conservative 

council will not introduce any new taxes on 

business.  

Greens and Labour support a new Business 

Education Tax which would damage business 

in the City. Greens would introduce workplace 

parking charges – a new tax on business and 

their employees  

Will not introduce blanket 20mph zones across 

the City – this would increase congestion and 

pollution and would not improve road safety  

Greens and Labour support large-scale 20mph 

zones across the City  

THE CHOICE AT 
THIS ELECTION 

The choice at this election is clear. Do we 

return to a Council driven by ideology and 

high costs under Labour and the Greens? 

Or push forward with the Conservatives, 

delivering common sense answers and 

working with the grain of local people for a 

better Brighton & Hove? 

 

Vote Conservative—May 5th  



YOUR LOCAL CONSERVATIVE TEAM 
Working for you all year round 

BRUNSWICK & ADELAIDE 
RICHARD LATHAM &  
ADAM CAMPBELL 

T: (01273) 729243 
E: hove2@btconnect.com 

NORTH PORTSLADE— TREVOR 
ALFORD & KERRY 
UNDERHILL 

T: (01273) 729243 
E: hove2@btconnect.com 

CENTRAL HOVE—ANDREW 
WEALLS & JAN YOUNG 

T: (01273) 729243 
E: hove2@btconnect.com 

PATCHAM—GEOFFREY THEOBALD, 
CAROL THEOBALD & BRIAN 
PIDGEON, 

T: (01273) 729243 
E: hove2@btconnect.com 

EAST BRIGHTON—PETER 
BOOTH, KELVIN POPLETT & 
CHRIS SANDLAND 

T: (01273) 587319 
E: brighton@tory.org 

PRESTON PARK— CLIVE BRIMMELL, 
WILLIAM MILLS & GEORGE DORE 

T: (01273) 729243 
E: hove2@btconnect.com 

GOLDSMID—ADAM LOVE, 
DEBRA LIVINGSTONE-WADE 
& ROB BUCKWELL  
T: (01273) 729243 

E: hove2@btconnect.com 

QUEEN’S PARK - ANNE GLOW, GAIL 
WOODCOCK & PHIL BROWNLIE  

T: (01273) 587319 
E: brighton@tory.org 

HANGLETON & KNOLL- DAWN 
BARNETT, MICHAEL IRELAND 
& TONY JANIO 

T: (01273) 729243 
E: hove2@btconnect.com 

REGENCY—ANDREW HANCOX & MIKE MCFARLANE 

T: (01273) 587319    E: brighton@tory.org 

HANOVER & ELM GROVE— HANS MILES, KAREN 
MILES & WILLIAM PROTHERO 

T: (01273) 587319    E: brighton@tory.org 

ROTTINGDEAN COASTAL— LYNDA 
HYDE, MARY MEARS & DAVID 
SMITH 

T: (01273) 587319 
E: brighton@tory.org 

HOLLINGDEAN & STAMMER—
RACHAEL BATES, ROBERT 
LABS & PATRICK LOWE 
T: (01273) 729243 

E: hove2@btconnect.com 

ST PETER’S & NORTH LAINE— MIKE LONG, JOE TANSEY & 
PATRICK WARD 
T: (01273) 587319  E: BRIGHTON@TORY.ORG 

HOVE PARK—VANESSA 
BROWN & JAYNE BENNETT 

T: (01273) 729243 
E: hove2@btconnect.com 

SOUTH PORTSLADE—STEPHEN 
HARBOR-WADE & STEVE HARMER-
STRANGE 
T: (01273) 729243 

E: hove2@btconnect.com 

WESTBOURNE— DENISE COBB & 
BRIAN OXLEY 
T: (01273) 729243 

E: hove2@btconnect.com 

WISH - TED KEMBLE & GARRY 
PELTZER DUNN 

T: (01273) 729243 
E: hove2@btconnect.com 

WITHDEAN - ROBERT NEMETH, ANN 
NORMAN & KEN NORMAN 

T: (01273) 729243 
E: hove2@btconnect.com 

WOODINGDEAN - DEE SIMSON & 
GEOFF WELLS 

T: (01273) 587319 
E: brighton@tory.org 

MOULSECOOMB & BEVENDEAN 
MARIA CAULFIELD,  
AYAS FALLON-KHAN  
& CATH SLATER 

T: (01273) 587319 
E: brighton@tory.org 
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